
Emergency Lure: When somebody tells you someone
you love is hurt and the person will take you to them.

This person may tell you that your mother is hurt, your
father can't pick you up, or that you have to go with him
or her for some other reason. The best way to check this
out is to come up with a code word that only you and
your parents or another special adult know.
You must never tell anyone the code word —
not even your best friend.

Code Word: A secret password only
you and a special adult know.

Never go anywhere with someone who
doesn’t know the code word right away,
and don't stay to explain. Get away
immediately. Just run and scream.

A stranger will try to call you by name to
appear more friendly, less stranger-like.
Sometimes they know your name because
it is on your clothing or book bag. To
keep safe, don't put names on your belongings.

Remember!
• You don’t need to be scared, you just need to

be cautious and prepared.

• You can do things to keep yourself safe.

• If you stay alert and aware, you can help keep

your family, friends and neighbors safe.

Safety Zone: The area around you that
allows you enough room to escape.

Establish a “safety zone” by
stepping away for safety, and keep
stepping away. If the person keeps
trying to get closer, run away and tell
someone.

Stranger: Anyone you don’t trust

or know very well.

A stranger can be someone you see
every day, but don't really know.

This person can be a man or a woman,
young or old, shabby or well-dressed, pretty or plain.

Vulnerable: Being an easy target.

You are most vulnerable when you are alone,
regardless of the time of day. Children are
lured away from streets, parks and neigh-
borhoods, when they are alone, needing
help or sympathy.

Don't go out to play alone. If you need
help, ask a friend to help. If you are sad, talk

to a trusted adult or friend — not a stranger!

Danger: A place, person or action that might

hurt you.

Danger isn't just a dark, scary and strange
place. It can be just a place, person or
action that is unfamiliar to you. If an
abductor is around, danger can be just being
alone, sad or curious.

Lure: A trick an abductor uses to get you out of a safe

zone into an unsafe one.

Some lures used are: giving you a
chance to make money, buying
you presents or paying a lot of

attention to you.

Weapons are a sign of power and

are used to force you to do something

you don't want to do.

Don't do it. Run and scream!

Authority Lure: When someone tells you they are the
police or in charge and you have to go with them.

It is okay for you to say “No!” to an authority figure
when that figure wants you to do something you know is
wrong or gives you the “willies.” Say “No!” then step
away, get away and tell a trusted adult.

Remember, the police are there to
help you, and they will prove to you
that they are really the police in front of
a trusted adult.

But, not all people with badges or
in uniform are really authority
figures. People can get real-looking
badges easily. So don’t go off with
anybody just because they have a badge. Always talk to
a trusted adult first.

Instinct: The funny feeling you get
about a person or a place. The “willies!”

Your instincts can warn you about a
potentially hazardous person, place or
action. Pay attention to these feelings.

Physical Lure:  When somebody grabs you and drags
you to an unsafe place.

If you are ever grabbed — don't wait
— shout as loud as you can: “You're
not my mom/dad! Let go of me!” or
“Leave me alone! I don’t know
you!”  Then, do anything you can to
get away  — kick, bite, hit — then run.

When a stranger scares you or makes you feel
uncomfortable, tell someone you trust right away.

Assistance Lure: When someone asks you for help.

You should be suspicious if an adult asks you for help.
Most adults will not and should not ask a child for help.
Adults should help adults.

If a stranger, either in a car or on the street,
asks you to help them or give them
directions, step away for safety and tell
them to ask an adult. Then run away!
Never get into a stranger’s car for any
reason!
If a stranger asks you to help them find a

lost pet or child, step away for safety, tell
them no, and then run away and tell a
trusted adult.



Step Away for Safety!

The “Step Away for Safety”
Child Abduction Prevention

program is presented as
a community service by the

New York State Police

To keep yourself safe,
think, trust your instincts

and always . . .

Step Away
for Safety!

New York State Police
Division Headquarters

 1220 Washington Ave., Building  22
 Albany, New York  12226-2252

Special appreciation is extended to

Senator Dean G. Skelos (R), Nassau County
for his support of the New York State Police

“Step Away for Safety”
Child Abduction Prevention Program.

For information about other State Police crime preven-
tion programs, contact the nearest Troop Headquarters.

Troop "F" Headquarters
Crystal Run Road
Middletown, N.Y. 10941
(845) 344-5300

Troop "G" Headquarters
504 Loudon Road
Loudonville, N.Y.  12211
(518) 783-3211

Troop "K" Headquarters
2541 Route 44
Salt Point, N.Y.  12578
(845) 677-7300

Troop "L" Headquarters
7140 Republic Airport
Farmingdale, N.Y. 11735
(631) 756-3300

Troop "NYC" Headquarters
Wards Island
New York, N.Y. 10035
(917) 492-7100

Troop "A" Headquarters
4525 West Saile Drive
Batavia, N.Y. 14020
(585) 344-6200

Troop "B" Headquarters
Rt. 86, Box 100
Ray Brook, N.Y. 12977
(518) 897-2000

Troop "C" Headquarters
Rt. 7, Box 300
Sidney, N.Y. 13838
(607) 561-7400

Troop "D" Headquarters
Rt. 5, P. O. Box 30
Oneida, N.Y.  13421
(315) 366-6000

Troop "E" Headquarters
1569 Rochester Road
Canandaigua, N.Y.  14425
(585) 398-4100

Troop "T" Headquarters
P. O. Box 189
Albany, N.Y. 12201
(518) 436-2825

All children are special and

deserve to be treated well by others.

Everyone is equally valuable and precious.

Each of us deserves to be treated

 — and should treat each other —

with respect and dignity.

Be proud of yourself and
walk with pride and confidence.

Above all else, use your brains.

Think . . .

“Why is this adult talking to me?”

“Why is this stranger so interested in me?”

“What is this person really after?”
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Trust your instincts.

Protect your safety zone.

Stay calm, composed and alert.

Always "Step Away for Safety."

If you are in a dangerous situation,

look for any opportunity to get away.


